
Evening Prayer on Sunday 17 January 2021, 
Epiphany 2 

 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your glory is proclaimed in all the world. 
 
Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 
our light and our salvation, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
You gave your Christ as a light to the nations, 
and through the anointing of the Spirit 
you established us as a royal priesthood. 
As you call us into your marvellous light, 
may our lives bear witness to your truth 
and our lips never cease to proclaim your praise. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Psalm 96 
Sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord and bless his name;  
tell out his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations  
and his wonders among all peoples.  
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  
he is more to be feared than all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are but idols;  
it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
Honour and majesty are before him;  
power and splendour are in his sanctuary.  
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  
ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 



Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;  
bring offerings and come into his courts. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  
let the whole earth tremble before him. 
Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king.  
He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity.  
Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad;  
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them;  
let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 
For he comes, he comes to judge the earth;  
with righteousness he will judge the world 
and the peoples with his truth. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
A reading from 1 Samuel 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the 
Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 
4Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5and ran to 
Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie 
down again.’ So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ 
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 7Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The 
Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 
said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 
calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls 
you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place.  
10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 
 
Responses 



Christ, Splendour of the Father’s glory, 
sustaining the worlds by your Word of power, 
renew your Presence in our lives. 
Christ, begotten of the Father before time, born at Bethlehem in time, 
make us a sign of simplicity and joy. 
Christ, our bright Morning Star, when this world’s darkness is past, 
bring us into your eternal light.  
 
Sermon 
 
Music for reflection 
 
The Magnificat (Luke 1.46-55) 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour; he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed; the Almighty has done 
great things for me and holy is his name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him, from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm and has scattered the proud in their 
conceit, 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.   
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, to remember his promise of 
mercy, 
The promise made to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
Intercessions using the response  
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Collect 
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

May Christ, who sends us to the nations, give us the power of his Spirit. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 


